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Introduction and Background 

The Kingdom of Thailand has a long history of discrimination, political upheavals and corruption. The country has 

functioned as a constitutional monarchy from 1932 to 2014, with the prime minister being the head of the 

government and a hereditary monarch as the head of the state. The judiciary is an independent body. The 

constitution was revised in 1997 to establish a system of checks and balance of powers within the government, 

separately elected senators, ad anti-corruption agencies. Election control committees, administrative and 

constitutional courts were also established.  The constitution of Thailand was last revised in 2007 by Thaksin 

Shinawatra, and was designed to be tighter in its monitoring of corruption and conflicts of interests, making the 

government less powerful. It also included the extensive list of rights such the right to freedom of speech, freedom 

of press, peaceful assembly, association, religion, education, and movement within the country and abroad, which 

were a part of the previous constitution revised in 1997 However, on 22 May 2014, a coup d’etat revoked the 

constitution of 2007 giving complete national administration control to the military organisation called National 

Council for Peace and Order (NCPO). The NCPO abolished the national assembly and took all the responsibilities of 

the legislative branch. Under the rule of the NCPO, the martial law was enforced throughout Thailand and military 

courts assumed the responsibilities that are often assigned to civilian courts.  

Until the democratic revolution in 1932 that was led by westernized bureaucrats and tradition oriented military, 

Thailand was under absolute rule of kings.  Thailand has faced a lot of coups bringing the country under the rule of 

the junta several times. Since 1932, the country has been ruled by military government number of times. Political 

parties have mainly consisted of bureaucrats, generals and businessmen and grassroots political parties have never 

had a chance to lead the country. This is mainly due to a lack of money.  

The next general election in the country is scheduled to be held in 2018 in order to give time to passing new election 

laws as the country is transitioning from military to civilian rule.
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Thailand continues to face a worsening rights crises since the 2014 military coup. Prime Minister Gen. Prayut Chan-

Ocha and his junta rule with impunity. The junta has banned political activity and peaceful assembly, enforced 

censorship, arbitrarily arrested activists and dissidents, and detained civilians in military facilities. Lese majest 

(insulting the monarchy), sedition, and computer crime charges have been widely used to suppress free speech. In 

the southern border province, rights abuses continue unabated in the conflict between separatist groups and 

security forces. Over three million migrant workers face systematic abuse and exploitation, including trafficking. 

Asylum seekers, including ethnic Uyghurs from China and Rohingya from Burma, are subject to arrest and 

deportation. 
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International Involvement in Thailand 

Within Southeast Asia, Thailand is regarded as a leader and a donor nation to poorer neighbours such as Cambodia, 

Myanmar, and Laos.
3
 Thailand relishes its role of being a donor country rather than a recipient one. It has provided 

soft loans to Southeast Asian neighbours to help them improve their communication systems and provide antiviral 

drugs that treat HIV-AIDS
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The International Monetary Fund helped Thailand recover from the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis, however, in 2002, 

which was almost 4 years ahead pf schedule, Thailand was able to repay its outstanding obligations under a standby 

arrangement it made with the IMF. Since that year, the country is no longer financially depended for economic 

matters and in fact provides economic aid to neighbouring countries.  

The US government provides financial aid to Thailand for several sectors. The most important U.S.foreign assistance 

priorities for Thailand are consolidating Thailand’s democratic institutions and strengthening bilateral security 

cooperation.
5
U.S.assistance aims to promote peace and security; reform and modernize the criminal justice system; 

promote good governance through democracy programming and rule of law activities; and invest in people through 

humanitarian assistance for displaced persons and control of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and other infectious diseases.
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The United States also strongly supports Thailand’s ongoing active participation in regional and global security 

efforts.
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In 2005 the World Bank was funding eight developmental projects in Thailand.
8
 These projects encompassed the 

areas of social investment (US$300 million), education (US$225 million), land titling (US$118 million), technical 

assistance (US$30 million), and energy (US$245 million). Despite the devastating tsunami of December 26, 2004, the 

Thai government announced that it did not need any international financial assistance in response.  

The European Commission and Thailand share a relationship based on trade and economic matters. More 

information of the EU-Thailand Cooperation Activities can be found on: https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/eu-

thai_cooperation_in_2016_final.pdf 

 

National and Regional Priorities 

The Office of Women’s Affairs and Family Development, of the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, 

is the national women’s machinery responsible for promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women.  It 

serves as a secretariat of the National Inter-ministerial Committee on Policy and Strategy for the Improvement of 

the Status of Women, chaired by the Prime Minister and develops.  The Office implements a five-year cycled 

National Women’s Development Plans, which currently falls under the period of 2012-2016. 9 

Thailand ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in 1985 

and its Optional Protocol in 2000, and endorsed the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA) and the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs).  Thailand has developed the Millennium Development Goals Plus, with the spirit of 

treating the MDGs as the floor and not the ceiling.  Thailand has made significant efforts to integrate the 

international principles and instruments into the policy and programming framework, evident in the Constitution 
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B.E. 2550 (2007), which has anti sex discrimination and gender equality provisions.  The Protection of Domestic 

Violence Victim Act was promulgated in 2007, and the penal codes and sex discriminated laws have largely been 

revised. 
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Women in Thailand 

Facts:  

 In 1932 women gained the right to vote, the first of Asian countries to grant suffrage to women  
 In 1949 the first woman was elected to a post in the Parliament of Thailand  
 In 2011 Yingluck Shinawatra became the first female Prime Minister of Thailand 
 In 2013 the seats held by women in parliament rose to 15.8%
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 According to Social Watch´s Gender Equity Index report of 2012, Thailand is in terms of gender equality 
slightly above the East Asia & Pacific average
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 Women elected representatives Women - Provincial/Regional - 2010 – 12.6% 
 Women Elected Representatives - Rural Council – 2010 – 13.1% 
 Women Chairs – Rural - 2010 – 5.5% 
 Women Elected Representatives - Urban Council 2010 – 13.8% 

Source: UNDP Report on Thailand:
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Gender Concerns International’s Focus issues 

Gender Concerns International is an international gender and development organization with its headquarters in 
The Netherlands, and with local offices in Tunisia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Myanmar, Morocco, Libya and a support 
base in Egypt. The organization was founded in 2004 by a group of experts with extensive professional experience 
in the field of gender and development. The vision of Gender Concerns is to promote gender equality by 
strengthening and supporting female leadership, women’s political participation and inclusive governance in 
fragile and emerging democracies.  

Gender Concerns International’s programs focus on women, women’s organizations, election authorities, relevant 
public and private institutions, and civil society organizations (CSOs). The organization’s central theme is: Women 
are a catalyst for change and women’s organizations need respect, recognition and resources to bring about this 
change. Thus, the aim is to strengthen and develop skills to be able to connect and engage with governments and 
election authorities more effectively on matters of gender inclusion – based on a women’s human-rights 
perspective.  

Trainings and partnerships in programs are aimed at supporting women as agents of positive change through: 

 Social empowerment of women within a gender-equal society. 

 Economic empowerment of women to better enable their means of income and independence. 

 Political empowerment of women as voters, candidates, electoral officials and newly-elected leaders; and 
to enhance women’s organizations’ capacity to lobby and influence government institutions for gender-
equal policies. 

 Women’s access to education, justice, legal representation and health services. 
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Moreover, in order to maximize program impact, a sustainable platform is needed to promote cooperation 
between civil society organizations and the government. Gender Concerns aims to use its international 
methodology to bring together women’s organizations and women in CSOs to promote, influence and bring 
forward the democratic inclusion of women at all levels of policy-making and resource allocation. 

Gender Election Observation Missions (GEOM) and other Gender Concerns initiatives in various conflict and post-
conflict countries have yielded directly positive results regarding the inclusion of women in political processes as 
voters and leaders, and at the same time strengthening their collective public voice within national election 
commissions and other national institutions. These types of programs directly contribute to elements of 
transparency that can enhance public perception of government institutions and increase their positive interaction 
with citizens from both genders as well as from various ethnic and religious backgrounds. 

Apart from elections, conditions for an active and inclusive civil society can be established through training of new 
parliamentarians and media personnel. Focused training activities and further capacity building can contribute to 
the knowledge of gender-sensitive and gender-inclusive policy making within newly-elected female officials in 
decision-making bodies, to ensure female leadership and gender inclusive governance and facilitate for lobby and 
advocacy activities for sustainable democratic rights of women. 

 

Gender Concerns and Thailand  

Gender Concerns International will be working alongside civil society organizations to ensure that the voices of 

women are heard in the political processes of Thailand. Gender Concerns International has dedicated itself to the 

support of these organizations and the various strategies they initiate. 

Strengths of the organisation:  

-Gender Concerns International holds extensive expertise in: 

 Developing and facilitating training programs 

 Lobbying and advocacy for gender balance 

 Consultancy and advice on gender issues 

 Organization of campaigns, conferences, seminars, workshops and forums for dialogue 

 Project planning and management 

 Networking and outreach (nationally, regionally and internationally) 
 

Opportunities:  
-The upcoming general elections in Thailand would be held in 2018, and Gender Concerns International hopes to 
take on this opportunity to ensure that the electoral process is gender inclusive and women have the chance to 
participate as potential political candidates in the elections.  

-The active and engaged women’s movement in Thailand lack coordination both in terms of leadership and physical 
location to gather and meet. These opens up a space for Gender Concerns to conduct network activities aimed at 
coordinating the women’s movement and provide a space to meet, organize and strategize (e.g. a political café such 
as the Marboua Café in Libya).  

 

 

 

 



Gender Concerns Strategy in Government and Society 

With a view to promote and achieve strong female leadership and greater women’s political participation in 
Myanmar, Gender Concerns International intends to work within different but overlapping themes. The organization 
holds that the following themes should be in focus in Myanmar: 

 Gender and Democracy 

 Gender and Minorities 

 Gender and Justice in Conflict  

 Female Youth Empowerment 

 

Target Groups 

The target groups in Myanmar include, but are not limited to the following: 

 Women’s organisations in Thailand (including new and smaller groups, as well as established organisations)  

 Women and LGBTQ individuals in Thailand  as citizens, refugees, migrants, voters, candidates, electoral 
officials and elected leaders 

 Government officials including voter education officers 

 Relevant public and private institutions 
 

 

Strategic Objectives based on the Themes 

Gender and Democracy
14

 

In Thailand, as in most other Asian countries, politics has traditionally been a male preserve. Compared to men, 

women have not been visible in governance and politics. Although Thailand was among the first Asian countries to 

grant the right to vote to women, after almost seven and a half decades’ of slow, incremental gains for women in 

politics, the representation of women remains no more than a blip on a political landscape dominated by men. 

There is still little analysis on the participation of women in politics at various levels of government in Thailand and 

research to date is fragmentary.
15

 Thailand lacks legal obligations to integrate women in its political arena. Apart 

from this issue, structural barriers, cultural impediments, lower educational attainments, lower socio-economic 

status, power-sharing issues, all mainly due to socially constructed gender roles, also result in less women being 

represented in politics. 
1617

 

Gender Concerns International’s Gender and Democracy theme focuses on building the capacities of women 
leaders, women parliamentarians, women in political parties and women in civil society organizations. This includes 
supporting women’s inclusive governance, facilitating trainings in constitutional drafting from a gender perspective, 
and promoting electoral reforms that enhance women’s political participation. Gender Concerns International aims 
to implement its Gender Election Observation Mission (GEOM) in the upcoming general elections in Thailand in 
2018 which would: 

1) Increase women’s political participation and highlight the importance for the new government to address 
women’s interests and incorporate them into electoral reform for the new political agenda, policies and 
laws. 
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2) Promote a more sustainable and peaceful democracy by contributing to a transparent and fair electoral 
process that respects the rule of law and human rights for women. 

3) Build the capacities of women’s organizations and women in civil society organizations by providing them 
with the tools to monitor elections, design campaigns for women’s political participation and advocate for 
women’s rights on the new political agenda. 

4) Provide a new audience with gender sensitive information regarding the elections in the country. 

With this initiative, Gender Concerns International will ensure maximum female voter turnout, and support women 
candidates running for political offices by building their capacity through trainings and awareness raising activities. It 
will also work to build capacities of women’s organizations and government institutions to work together for 
electoral and policy reform. It will also promote communication and networking amongst women’s NGOs in 
Myanmar. 

Additionally, Gender Concerns aim to engage in activities that would promote female leadership by building capacity 
among female parliamentarians to enact gender-sensitive policy making, and to build capacity among women’s 
organizations in Myanmar to effectively lobby and advocate for women’s rights, women’s political participation, and 
women’s protection against violence. This can be done through initiatives that aim to improve coordination and 
organization among women’s organizations and which promotes an inclusive dialogue between female 
parliamentarians and women in civil society.   

 

Gender and Minorities  

Thailand's ethnic minorities have been subjected to widespread persecution in Thailand for a very long time. 

Especially the 1 million-over members of Thailand's hill tribes were viewed as illiterate drug peddlers and opium-

growers, with Thai mainstream media perpetuating this image. The Malays, Chinese, and Burmese are some of the 

ethnic minorities that are subject to discriminatory actions and political suppression. 

Thailand is not a signatory to the refugee convention, so neither recognizes the status of refugees nor protects 

them. The number of asylum seekers in Thailand has tripled in the past three years, says the UNHCR.
18

 Burmese 

refugees particularly are ill-treated, exploited and discriminated against in Thailand due to Thai xenophobic attitudes 

towards the Burmese. Women and the LGBTQ community from these minority groups therefore have to face 

oppression due to their respective genders as well as due to their ethnicity. The intersection between gender and 

ethnicity in the Thai case makes it important for our organisation to come up with strategies that combines these 

issues.   

 Gender Concerns International focuses on the inclusion and representation of minority groups while 
operating within legal frameworks of a country and within socially accepted approaches.  

 It recognizes the particularly vulnerable situation of minority women and aims to work to promote the 
rights and development of minority groups in Thailand with a focus on gender.  

 Gender Concerns intends to facilitate the realization of the rights of minority women including their 
political participation in the 2018 elections.  

 It intends to promote the inclusion of minority women’s organizations in big civil society networks for 
women from different religious and ethnic communities to work together for the empowerment of 
women.  

 It will also aim to facilitate peaceful dialogues and negotiations between women from different religious 
and ethnic groups to enhance peace amongst these communities, relying on women as catalysts for 
change. 
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Gender and Climate Change 
 
Thailand is particularly vulnerable to climate change with most common disasters being induced by droughts and 

floods. Further, Thailand is an agricultural economy – 49 % of its workforce work in agriculture
19

 – while many 

communities are almost entirely dependent on agriculture and/or traditional fishery livelihoods that are vulnerable 

to environmental change, resource depletion and climate change
20

. This of course has a vast impact on women 

who are affected disproportionately from climate change. Among others, women are usually financially dependent 

on men and have limited access to funds in the case of natural. Of equal importance is the fact that due to gender 

roles, women often have less access to information and participate less in public and political occasions such as 

elections.  

Gender Concerns Internationals seeks to decisively address these issues and facilitate a process of women’s 

empowerment through G-WIN. G-WIN is an initiative to collectivize a multi-stakeholder voice to audit and monitor 

the implementation of environmental policies and promote the participation of women in the decision-making 

process. The organization seeks to implement activities such as the following under the G-WIN initiative: 

 Workshops for raising awareness with regard to the importance of women’s participation in climate 

change decision-making 

 Facilitation of a platform which would include local female politicians, women’s organizations and local 

women for the means of raising gender-sensitive issues on climate change 

 

Female Youth Empowerment 

Women in Thailand in many ways hold the key to the future growth and development of a peaceful, sustainable and 
gender-equal Pakistan.  Young women need recognition, support, and space to grow and develop their voice in 
order to claim their rights and strength. Through this theme, Gender Concerns International aims to create a 
platform for girls in Myanmar where they can: 

1) Interact and connect through social media and in person 
2) Develop their leadership, self-organization, and lobby and advocacy capacities   
3) Build their confidence and a positive self-image  
4) Communicate and strategize with current women leaders in Thailand regarding their concerns 

 
Gender Concerns believes that these initiatives will improve the situation of women, and hence of Thailand as a 

whole. Women can play an effective role in the development of a society, only if they are given a platform to 

realize their potential and be enabled to act as catalysts for a positive change. 
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